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Introduction 

Hello! I am Paul Farace - a landscape photographer based out of St Augustine, Florida. 

Thank you for downloading my ebook ‘Landscape Photography Basics.’ I hope you are able 

to use this information to further your understanding of all the basic gear, principles and 

techniques of Landscape Photography. Let’s jump into it!  
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1. Gear Basics 

There are a few things you must have in order to do Landscape Photography, a camera, 

lens, tripod (semi-optional) and a computer to process your images. That doesn't mean it 

has to be incredibly expensive. What used to cost thousands of dollars can now be had for 

a few hundred. I always advise going the used route if someone is new to landscape 

photography. You can get amazing gear for pennies on the dollar and if you aren't too into 

it after a while you can usually sell the gear for nearly what you paid for it. That said, here is 

what I would consider essential for a Landscape Photographer. 

Camera 

You can use any camera you have and still get amazing photos, even with your phone. So 

don’t let that stop you from starting your journey. If you do not have a camera and are 

wondering what you should get, I would suggest an older model Canon or Nikon. They have 

the largest ecosystem of used gear and an older model camera is perfectly fine for 

landscape photography. You don’t need crazy autofocus or frames per second when 

shooting landscapes. The most important thing is a great sensor! 

 

Milkyway over the Okefenokee Swamp 

Sony A7iii / Samyang 14mm / 8 Shot Pano / f2.8, ISO 1600, 30 Second Shutter 
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Full Frame or Cropped Sensor? 

Crop sensor cameras are fantastic, though I am a fan of full frame due to the low light and 

high ISO noise performance. If you think you will be shooting in a lot of low light situations 

such as late sunset, early sunrise, blue hour and/or night photography (milkyway?) - then I 

would suggest a full frame. Still, you can get amazing images with a crop sensor in low light 

too, they just do not perform quite as well in those conditions. I myself shoot a lot in low 

light, or at night, so full frame for me all the way. I did start my photography journey on a 

crop sensor camera though - a Canon T2i or 550D to be exact! 

 

Tripod 

You will need some sort of tripod to do more creative and low light shots to ensure you 

have very sharp photos. It doesn't have to be an expensive one, but you will probably want 

some sort of tripod sooner or later. I still sometimes use a rather inexpensive Geekoto 

travel tripod that cost me around $70 US. That said, if you have the money - a professional 

level tripod is one of the best investments you can make. The old saying buy nice or buy 

twice comes to mind. 

Computer 

Hopefully you already have a computer. You will need to edit your images even if only 

slightly. I personally use Lightroom and Photoshop to edit my images.  

If you are serious about Landscape Photography and do not know how to use Photoshop, 

my advice is to start learning it now. It is by far the best software to use when it comes to 

post processing. A free alternative layer based software option is GIMP. It does have a 

steep learning curve, but you can’t beat the price. Photoshop and Lightroom will cost you 

$10 per month at the time of writing this. 
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2. Exposure Basics 

You will use three tools to achieve a proper exposure. Aperture, Shutter Speed and ISO. 

 

Aperture 

This is the opening on your lens that determines how much light is let onto the sensor. The 

larger the opening the more light is let in. Faster lenses (larger opening or aperture) can let 

in more light. For example a lens that can shoot at f1.4 will let in much more light than a 

lens that only shoots at f3.5. Faster lenses are much more expensive and unless you are 

shooting at night or want a lot of blur in your backgrounds (bokeh) - you don’t particularly 

need very fast lenses for landscape photography. Most of my landscape shots are f8 to f16 

and I often take multiple frames to ensure front to back focus of my scene. For other types 

of photography such as nature, wedding, portrait or milky way shots - fast lenses would be 

desired. 

 

Shutter Speed 

This is how long the shutter stays open to take a single photo. This can be used to control 

the look of motion, for example moving water. If you want lots of detail in the water you 

would shoot at a fast shutter speed such as 1/1000 and that would freeze the action. That 

shows power and crisp detail which can be very cool. Or you can use a longer shutter 

speed, such as ¼ sec, to create a more ethereal look. I love using longer shutter speeds to 

take creative control over the look of water in my scene. A fun technique is to take multiple 

water shots at different shutter speeds and then blend those into the final photo. In the 

example below I blended .6 second shots with ¼ second shots to achieve the final image. 
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Coquina in North Florida 

Sony A7iii / Samyang 14mm / 5 Shot Blend / f16, ISO 100, ¼ and .6 Sec Shutter 
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ISO 

ISO is basically digital gain (volume). It boosts the signal and in turn brightens your image, 

though at the cost of increasing noise in your image. If at all possible - always shoot at the 

lowest base ISO you are able to. Some cameras have extended ISO, but be careful with that 

as it also lowers dynamic range - not by a lot, but it’s something to be aware of and used 

when appropriate. Boost your ISO only as a last option to get a proper exposure. 

 

Marineland Milkyway 

Sony A7iii / Samyang 14mm / f2.8, ISO 1600, 20 Second Shutter 
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3. Composition 

Composition is arguably the most important factor when shooting Landscape Photography. 

There are a number of rules regarding composition and you really should study them all, 

so you can break them! I prefer to go off of feeling when composing my images and with 

time you start to refine that skill naturally. The more you put into working out your 

composition in the field, the better your results are going to be when you get back to the 

computer. A little bit of work goes a long way into creating more compelling images. Always 

stop and consider your composition. Are there things that can be eliminated or enhanced? 

 

Here are some quick tips and things to research. 

 

Fill the Frame - Always fill the frame with your subject(s) without cutting anything 

important out. For example if you have flowers in your foreground make sure they are 

close and fill up the bottom of the frame. 

Less is More - Considering what you can remove is usually more effective than adding in 

more objects into your composition. As a general rule less going on usually makes a 

stronger image. Focus on what matters most. 

Use Leading Lines - Leading lines are great for guiding your viewer through the image. 

Roads, paths, rivers, fallen trees, coastlines…. anything can be used as a leading line. 

Use Reflections - Reflections are a great compositional tool. Use obvious reflections such 

as wet sand, smooth ocean or river water, but also don’t forget the puddles! You can get 

some very cool shots using smaller water sources for your reflections. 

Rule of Thirds - Solid and a bit boring, the rule of thirds is a trusty compositional tool. 

Change Perspective - This is one of my favorites. Change your perspective. Shoot low, 

shoot high and try all sorts of angles. This can really help deliver a unique view on any 

scene. 
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Horseshoe Crab in Marineland 

Sony A7iii / Samyang 14mm / 8 Shot Blend Focus Stack + Sky Highlights / f16, ISO 100, 1.6 Sec Shutter 

Filled the frame, shot low, excluded the beach by covering with the coquina rock foreground. 
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4. Post Processing 

Post processing is half the battle. You will have to post process your images and this is 

totally up to you on how much you want to do. Some photographers prefer minimal 

processing and some go nuts. I’m in the middle somewhere. I love processing a shot, but I 

have been trying to retain a natural look. I would consider my images pretty heavily 

processed, but I'm always trying to find my balance. If you are trying to take your landscape 

photography to the next level you will need to learn a layer based editing software such as 

Photoshop. If you would like to learn more about Lightroom and Photoshop check out my 

website and youtube channel for free tutorials and learning resources. 

 

Check out the image next to see a short overview of the shooting and processing of a 

natural spring photo I took on the Suwannee River. 
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5. Tips & Tricks 

To wrap up, I will go over some tips and tricks I have learned along the way to hopefully 

save you some time in your Landscape Photography journey! 

 

Use your 2 or 5 second timer 

Use your built in delay timer to make sure you do not introduce camera shake when taking 

your photos. This will ensure pin sharp images. 

 

Never leave early during a sunset shoot 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve seen fiery pinks and oranges in my rear view mirror as I 

leave a location a few moments too early. Always stay until the last of the light is gone! Or if 

going for sunrise make sure you arrive very early. At least an hour before sunrise! 

Get out there as much as you can 

The more you get out and shoot, the more epic conditions you will catch. Even if you are 

not capturing amazing images every time (that never happens by the way lol), the more you 

get out there and practice, the better you will be when the heavens line up for that perfect 

scene. The only way to get better faster is to shoot all the time. 

Create a local loop 

I have a 20 mile loop around my home that I like to drive each day around sunset if 

possible. I can’t tell you how many times I have caught amazing skies because I do this little 

loop all the time. I have a few compositions and areas that I know very well and if the 

conditions get a certain way I know right where to go. I may not get a ton of portfolio 

images (though I have gotten a few from the loop!), but the amount of experience and 

growth from shooting the same area when I am not out on trips has been huge. 
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Start learning Photoshop 

I come from the music industry so I have been using Photoshop for a long time for album 

and event graphics. I feel blessed that I learned it because it is the best tool for Landscape 

Photography post-processing. If you don’t know how to use it or feel intimidated by it, just 

jump in. It’s the only way to learn it and you have to get in there! Once it clicks in your mind 

it opens the floodgates of creativity. You will start thinking about your processing while in 

the field. 

 

Watch Landscape VLOGS 

Watching how others work in the field is awesome and something most photographers 

never had access to when they were learning. This can really help inspire and get your 

creativity going. You will also learn little tips and tricks as everyone shoots differently and 

has something unique to offer! Of course I will shamelessly plug and say check out my 

YouTube channel but there are a ton of great photographers on youtube so be sure to 

search around and find some people you click with. 

 

Bonus - #1 Tip to Get Better 

This will not  be a quick and easy tip to get better. If there is one thing that will help you get 

better - it is practice. The more you shoot in different conditions, the better you will get. It’s 

that simple.  When I started getting serious about landscape photography I developed a 20 

mile loop around my house that I could drive nearly every day at sunset. I caught so many 

different conditions and I really knew the locations. They weren't the most amazing spots, 

but I was able to really dial them in and catch the best conditions possible by continuing to 

return. I actually still have some portfolio images from that loop. 
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I hope you enjoyed this ebook and were able to learn a few things! Be sure to 

research some of the topics and terms I discussed to learn more on each! 

 

Thanks so much for checking out my ebook! Be sure to check out more on my 

website and subscribe to my YouTube channel!  

 

- Paul Farace 

 
15 


